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Vesak Message

In the Sixth Century B.C., born in the Kingdom of Shakya of Bharath Deshaya,
Prince Siddhartha attained enlightenment at the shades of Bodhi at Buddha Gaya and passed
away at the sacred Sal Uyana of Kusinara and this day of Vesak, which is triply blessed by
those sacred events of the Buddha, is celebrated with much devotion and faith.

Strolling on the banks of rivers, researching the Dhamma sermons of great teachers,
displaying tremendous discipline, strength, determination, and commitment, Siddhartha
attained the supreme bliss of Nirvana based on his intellect.

On this momentous day of Vesak, we must resolve to be guided by the teachings of
the Buddha to build a peaceful and contented society.

For any society to exist without fear, danger and mistrust, it needs to remember the
eternally relevant words of the Buddha: "Hatred will not heal hatred, but kindness will heal
hatred”. We in Sri Lanka need to bear this truism in mind today more than ever.

We, with an understanding of the history of Buddha Dhamma that dates back 2500
years, in which not a drop of blood was shed to convert non-Buddhists to Buddhism or in the
name of the Great Teacher, need to remember that power, wealth and social status are
but temporary phenomena, they are all subject to decay, impermanence is all.

It behoves us, Buddhists to spread the virtues of loving kindness, forgiveness, and
compassion to counter the forces of evil in this world. Such efforts will surely contribute

towards safeguarding the peace and harmony enjoyed by all who live in this country.

I wish the Buddhists of Sri Lanka and those outside our shores a blessed Vesak.

Maithripala Sirisena

May 18, 2019
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B.(p. QUBTD BHIBBIEIIQED DIGTOBUL LUMIHHH T Frbdl @rrddusdeo  LIBbal,
ByechFam mHHosmyuied Siemwbgienen Lbsaswrale GCurdiog mipeded @EhTerd  Gumy,
Gdlamymaler o UeubHar auaGHHe0 UfBTeunaenLbd Udhd Ligneler  eumpsenauiler
PEID  BLLMBIGMET Henlaydabdl Leddb@d DH o aiendh Oeudtd Guenjeord &G
BB SIS SLILB S BTBSI.

B UBLBIGET SSRGS SOIUled UWeHH FTEIHMNET  HID  OTTHDHHMS
STha sBmwwrer LuiBdseied FEULL Hamisss, Suiduisd affluib, o pdiund,
Usg BBID oPfley SdwamemBs Csmen B el DpslalamGsuBul EhTerd GUBBTY.

SFHBMHHBHMH  SBSHBHUDT  SHIPLILSBGSL  UH6UTS  SleTeUBB  HIEDLOSeNUIS
OarewiL @b FpadHmdHd SLQOWWlLsH uBBlw yssLigrelsr Curseneaisemer &bd
SimewwwTen Guenjeordl SHerdhded BT WewiBL WLl LTTHHe0 CeuswiBLD.

Ug LB@mib Siumwb omp ugerduy BLEmes@l UTeHST0neT  &henent &b
FPBESHA 2 (huTdasSIHBETs UssUgmear Curdshs “@Crmasdlamed GCImsh SHemilwrg.
SieLlemGeoBuw  GGITHD  Hewluy.” eIy HleweowiTest o enienoenl  GhTéha e (BLD
BewIBD 610g emismen GFadhs Gouenrnigul &TeuBiD B&IaIMEGLD.

QueNSEHTH6T  HILEVTEHTMT LTS HTHNMTES  LTBBIISBETEHEUT  SHIsLEVGH!  Lid D6
CuwflemBsor b &l BDISHSHHWHH Gl FHHTH, HID WOTIHEHMHSH DB auPlulGuBu
dBSSHGBFIDID 2500  euBLEISEHSGD  Gweors  elbwored  UISUBBULL Beuhd 2 e s
Quengs  eugeorm  umBw  yfibolemiTeneud  CETemI(Belen  [BTD, SIS  LSUD 6L
FBaTelswTIats eaLms Lfiha QsmemsaufsenmaBa EmaebH a@mmib.

. 6phS GBIECHTMmeTS  GETamtgmhe GUTHeId LTEIRIGT HISHHMEHTET  1OMTHHED
aaiuemsd oMb,  UssLlgreiar  CUTHMIBEHHSMDW,  HHenew 2 6TenHCHT(H
SISTOHMSH  SHIWLSHIHTL PSS  WLITSSHH0  LIgCeudldhagl,  HBILIGeL  [Hlemeowimer
sUlgsms gBUBSS BbHd Oeugtd Habdled o mid UamGaurb.

Aeommaar) umMsHs  OLIBILESEHSGHD 2 udaIT) LTSS THEHESD  BbhdH
OQeugnd Guenfenid mibwdHenw CsremBeuy CouemiBOwen LTy aI@pes.
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