
S6ad od@Ode, o). @.

€l(b6ilir Gpaom&e$$[n, un. e
Arun llemachandra, vt. p.

OoCo oOeq ceo Oodo 6Z6col 6ocoir5r q@mr
Gareill ei5leuony ro$ryrb GeuoflpnL-$ Gauaoa: 6urulut-.1 rJltrSl grorro&sf
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Employment

"Remcmbering Indian Ocean Tsunami Twenty Ycars on"

On 26th December 2004, the world experienced a powerful tsunami that struck the coastal
areas of many countries, including Sri Lanka. 'fhe disastcr took more than 35,000 lives in our
nation alone, leaving behind destruction, devastation, and sorrow. As we commemorate the
20th anniversary of thc 2004 'lsunami, we remember and honor not only those who we lost
but also thc survivors, whosc strength and resiliencc continuc to inspirc us.

While the tsunami an unpreccdented disaster, it also brought to [ore overwhelming generosity,
and support to Sri l,anka lrom around the world, which played a vital role in the country's
recovery.

Itakc this opportunity to exprcss my sincere appreciation to thc Govcrnment of the United
Kingdom lor facilitating valuable humanitarian assistance through the I]ritish lled Cross in thc
aftermath of the disastcr. The Ilritish pcople showed great kindncss, by contributing over [300
million to support thc aifectcd countries. We recall with appreciation thc visit of Ilis Majcsty
King Charles, then Prince o[ Wales and President of the l]ritish Red Cross, to the tsunami
affectcd Northern and Eastcrn coasts o[the country in March 2005.

We also extend our gratitudc to the Uritish-Sri Lankan community, whosc unwavering support
played a key role in the recovery efforts. As our nation was rccovcring from the disaster, the
flritish-Sri l-ankan community came together to provide relicf and restore livelihoods. Your
support re flected thc dcep bond wc share and the desire to rcbuild lives and restore hope for
the affected people.

As we reflect on the Indian Ocean Tsunami 20 years on, let us resolve to carry forward those

lessons of courage, resilience, solidarity and commit to build a safer future for everyone.
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Arun Hemachandra, MP
Deputy Ministcr of }rorcign Affairs and L'oreign Flmployment

Decembcr 1.6,2024

axrUcar6lo,'e6leuoadiOfiice: +94 I I 2328tX0 olzJeSzGu6erbrF'ax No. : +.94 11 2454264

oDE qODc:,/euaoGD$Ednrb,,Website: wrvw.nfa.gov.lk doO6f,'r.dairan6laeirrllnail: dub@rmf'a.gov.lk

8o{cn zoOg4, Oo{o dSoc ioro eooOsdzsr gOcan:rcooo, dar6d oorOalEdg, ozorg0 01. $ 6"rocO
6euerflpnr-@ gg)Gr.r6i)66ir. Geuoflgnr-@ Geireoeueunu:uq ofErb apErarnp6orp etano&a, 1grgulryad ar-qlrb, Ganlg6q 01, e6urirol6.

Ministry of Foreign ,,\ilails. Foreign Enrploymerrt aud Tourisrn, Republic Building, Clolorrrbo 01, Sri Lrr*a.


